Spikes in food prices in the past few years have heightened public awareness of global hunger and poverty, and have vastly increased funding for policies on agricultural development and food security. In short, we believe that the poor paradoxically stand to benefit from current high and volatile global food prices.
Mass media attention drives policy agendas (J. F. M. Swinnen and N. Francken World Econ. 29, 637-654; 2006) . The jump in food prices in 2008 attracted news coverage of hunger and farmers' problems in developing countries; such coverage has since kept pace with the volatile spiking in food prices.
This has resulted in more development aid from international organizations for agriculture and hunger prevention, reversing a long downward trend (U. Lele Science 327, 1554; 2010). The private sector is also investing more in agriculture in developing countries.
Once a scientist, always a scientist
Many scientists, particularly chemists, have careers away from a lab bench or professorial chair -but they are still scientists (Nature 500, 369; 2013). As a mentor on careers for chemistry graduates (see go.nature.com/ ajx23f), I consider myself a chemist for life.
Our training and experience mean that we are equipped to deal with the scientific issues that frequently crop up in alternative careers. This is true for scientists who have become teachers, information specialists, patent experts and practitioners, writers and consultants, to name but a few such alternatives. We continue to understand scientific terminology, to be adept at problem-solving and to think critically about scientific matters.
This could be one reason why the American Chemical Society in Washington DC recommends alternative careers in addition to more traditional paths (see go.nature.com/vs75vj). Robert E. Buntrock Buntrock Associates, Orono, Maine, USA. buntrock16@roadrunner.com Citations: ethical ways to grow impact As editors of a journal with one of the highest impact factors in Brazil, Natureza & Conservação (the Brazilian Journal of Nature Conservation), we suggest that there are more imaginative, ethical and effective ways to increase these ratings than the cross-citation methods used by a cluster of discredited Brazilian journals (see Nature 500, 510-511; 2013) .
In the past three years, our journal's impact factor has risen from 0.27 to 1.47. This is a result of inviting submissions from respected scientists worldwide to improve our visibility. We also recruit editors who have served on reputable international journals to guarantee the quality of accepted papers.
Brazilian science is steadily improving in quality and quantity, thanks in part to strong support from two national funding agencies, the National 
